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GRAPHICAL USER INTERFACE METHOD AND APPARATUS 


Abstract of the Invention 

The present invention comprises a graphical user 
interface tool particularly adapted for use with a program 
5 that shows multiple files simultaneously, each in a different 
panel of the display. The tool presents the user with a 
series of optional actions that can be taken in connection 
with the file that is displayed within one panel of the 
display. In accordance with the invention, a user manipulates 

10 a cursor to a position in one of the multiple panels on a 

display screen and issues an instruction to invoke the tool, 
such as by clicking on the right mouse button. The tool is 
then made to appear and displays a series of optional 
operations from which the user may select. The operations are 

15 specific to the file in the panel within which the tool was 
invoked . 
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